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An Innovative Program 

Designed Specifically for 
Registered Nurses with an 

Associate Degree or Diploma 
Offering a 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
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Alderson-Broaddus College Department of Nursing developed the  

RN-BSN Degree Completion Program to meet the needs of registered nurses who have an 
Associate Degree or Diploma in Nursing.  If you are interested in obtaining a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Nursing without sacrificing work and family responsibilities, this program is for you.  Our 
innovative format will allow you to earn your bachelor’s degree in a way that fits your schedule, with 
class times and locations that are convenient.  Classes meet one weekend per month on a year-round 
basis.  You will earn a bachelor’s degree in Nursing designed to meet your career goals and to allow 
you to be a more effective leader. 

 
Program Purpose and Goals 

The RN-BSN Degree Completion Program will provide licensed registered nurses who currently hold 
an associate degree or diploma in nursing with a flexible, adult learning based educational opportunity 
culminating in a Bachelor of Science degree in nursing.  As an integral part of Alderson-Broaddus 
College, the Department of Nursing shares the overall aim of the College, which is to help students 
respect scholarly endeavor, gain skills in growth and learning, and develop moral and ethical integrity 
in every phase of life.  Building on a liberal arts foundation, students are encouraged to become 
responsible citizens who regard their vocation as a service to humanity stemming from a basic 
commitment to God and offered for the benefit of the client.  Congruent with the mission and purpose 
of the College, the goals of the nursing program are to prepare graduates: 

1. Who, as professional nurse generalists, possess the knowledge, skills, attitudes, behaviors, and 
values necessary to assist the client experiencing crisis to meet human needs; 

2. Who assume professional nursing roles to provide competent nursing care to individuals, 
families, groups, communities, and society within a rapidly changing environment; 

3. Who are accountable for the PEW Health Professionals Commission’s Twenty-One 
Competencies for the 21st Century; and, 

4. Who critically think, effectively communicate, therapeutically intervene, and pursue life-long 
learning. 

Program Benefits 
Students in the program may be able to: 
1. Complete nursing course requirements for the bachelor’s degree in approximately 18 months of 

fulltime study 
2. Convert significant life experiences into college credits by documenting past training, work-

related projects, and past learning 
3. Attend class one weekend per month, thus minimizing interference with work schedules and 

family responsibilities 
4. Improve communication and other management skills and strengthen their position in the job 

market 
5. Graduate with a baccalaureate degree (a B.S.N.) from an accredited institution and be eligible 

to enter graduate school 
6. Meet in a seminar, or collaborative, format and benefit from the varied experiences and ideas of 

classmates 
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7. Attend small classes with the same students throughout the program, and develop group 
cohesiveness 

8. Receive individualized instruction and specific attention to problem areas 
9. Gain satisfaction from fulfilling an educational goal. 

 
Program Emphasis 

 The RN-BSN Degree Completion Program requires 128 credits for graduation.  Students are 
required to complete all graduation requirements for a bachelor’s degree as specified in the Alderson-
Broaddus College Catalog, 2005 - 2007, p. 59-61.  The RN-BSN Degree Completion student must 
complete 25 credits in nursing from Alderson-Broaddus College.  The following course work is 
required of all RN-BSN students: 

 
Nursing 501.  Conceptual Foundations of Professional Nursing for RN-BSNs only.  4 semester hours 
Introduces the RN-BSN completion student to the conceptual basis of professional nursing at the 
baccalaureate level.  The philosophy, goals, competencies and conceptual framework of the program 
are presented.  The nursing curriculum is explored as the student integrates the concepts of client, 
health, environment and nursing into the conceptual themes of adaptation, human needs, crisis and role 
development.  Discussion and application of the concepts of professionalism, research, life-long 
learning, critical thinking, portfolio development, and the roles in professional nursing practice are 
included.  Accompanying the didactic class is a 45-hour application experience designed to provide the 
student with an opportunity to examine nursing practice through the role of Provider of Care.  The 
student selects one nursing role component (teacher, communicator, caregiver) and explores the 
qualifications, competencies and continuing development issues inherent to the role selected.  
Prerequisite: RN status or departmental permission. 
 
Nursing 502.  Lifespan Physical and Health Assessment for RN-BSNs only.  4 semester hours 
Lecture/clinical course designed to provide the entry-level practitioner with the didactic and 
psychomotor skills necessary to conduct physical and health assessments on individuals across the 
lifespan.  Attention is given to developmental and transcultural considerations and beginning 
therapeutic communication skills.  (3 semester hours lecture and 1 semester hour lab).  Prerequisites:  
RN status or departmental permission. 
 
Nursing 503.  Leading and Managing in the Health System I for RN-BSNs only.  4 semester hours 
Current issues affecting the nursing role Manager of Care including political, legal, ethical and moral 
forces and trends are examined.  The RN-BSN completion student works through the impact of 
political issues, legalities, licensure and credentialing, and the concept of competency in practice.  The 
student explores how these processes define and shape the practice of nursing.  Accompanying this 
didactic class is a 45-hour application experience designed to provide the student with an opportunity 
to examine the impact of legal, moral, and ethical issues to the practice of professional nursing through 
the role of Manager of Care.  The student will select a current issue or trend involving role components 
of decision-maker, counselor and/or coordinator of care and analyze the impact of this issue on clients 
and health care.  Prerequisites:  Nursing 501 and 502 or departmental permission. 
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Nursing 504.  Leading and Managing in the Health System II for RN-BSNs only.  3 semester hours 
Discusses the professional roles of leader, collaborator and advocate as well as the concepts of 
delegation and management as central tenets of this course.  The RN-BSN completion student explores 
health care economics, work place advocacy and issues surrounding the changing health care 
environment through the role of Member of a Profession as a nurse leader to facilitate change in the 
health care environment.  Prerequisites:  Nursing 503 or departmental permission. 

 
Nursing 514.  Leading and Managing in the Health Care System – Clinical for RN-BSNs only.  2 
semester hours 
This is a 90-hour clinical course designed to provide the student with an opportunity to implement the 
role of Member of a Profession and apply the concepts of leadership and management to enhance the 
quality of client health care.  The student will develop, implement and evaluate a planned change 
project in a health care setting to improve the delivery of nursing care.  As the capstone clinical course, 
the student will complete the proficiency tests and submit their Professional Portfolio.  Pre-requisite: 
Nursing 504. 
 
Nursing 505.  Community Mental Health for RN-BSNs only.  3 semester hours 
Provides the opportunity to discuss and demonstrate the application of nursing knowledge, skills, 
attitudes, and behaviors necessary to assist the adult client to adapt to multiple complex crisis arising 
from complicated societal, community, and psychodynamic forces resulting in unmet mental health 
needs.  As co-leader of psychoeducational groups, the student practices self-awareness as mental 
health concepts are explored in relation to at-risk populations, assertiveness, and crisis intervention.  
The nursing role of Member of a Profession will be further developed through the exploration and 
incorporation of role components: leader, advocate, and collaborator in the community mental health 
system.  (1.5 semester hours lecture and 1.5 semester hours clinical).  Prerequisites:  Nursing 503 or 
departmental permission. 
 
Nursing 506.  Community Health Promotion for RN-BSNs only.  3 semester hours 
Builds on the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and behaviors from prior learning that are necessary for 
preparing the baccalaureate nurse to be a leader in comprehensive community health with a special 
emphasis on community as client.  Clinical experiences include opportunities for collaboration with 
clients and multidisciplinary resources to promote community health and reduce risks. Advocacy 
issues for community as client are operationalized.  (2 semester hours lecture and 1 semester hour 
clinical).  Prerequisites: Nursing 503 or departmental permission. 

 
Nursing 507.  Nursing Research for RN-BSNs only.  2  semester hours 
Designed to further prepare the baccalaureate nurse to apply research findings to practice.  It re-
emphasizes the importance of life-long learning to personal and professional growth as well as the role 
of the baccalaureate nurse in research.  It provides the student with a basic understanding of the steps 
in the research process to enable a critical appraisal of research literature and incorporation of findings 
into practice.  Prerequisites:  Nursing 501 or departmental permission.  (Listed also as Nursing 450). 
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School Nurse Certification 
RN-BSN Degree Completion Students may complete the following additional requirements and be 
designated as having completed the major in Nursing with School Nursing PreK-Adult Certification 
Option: 
 
Nursing 350.  Educational Foundations and School Law. 2 semester hours.  Concepts related to the 
legal structure and governance of public education will be investigated.  Emphasis will be given to 
school law, legal procedures, policy-making, rules, regulations and issues pertinent to school nursing.  
Department permission required. 
Pre-Professional Skills Test (PPST). Basic skills standardized test offered by ETS to measure 
competency in mathematics, reading and writing. 
Admission to the Division of Education and Special Programs.  See additional details, Alderson-
Broaddus College Catalog 2005-2007. 

 
Recommended Electives 

To help students acquire a “baccalaureate” perspective, 6-semester hours of additional credit are 
REQUIRED from Alderson-Broaddus College.  Students may use any class offering from the college 
or the liberal studies program to complete this requirement.  To help meet the needs of the RN-BSN 
Degree Completion Student, the following courses have been offered: 
Speech 130* (3 semester hours) Speaking Effectively 
Computer Science 225* (3 semester hours) Computers in Nursing 
Philosophy 391* (3 semester hours) Ethical Perspectives on Health Related Issues 
Religion 295* (3 semester hours) Introduction to the New Testament 
History 150* (3 semester hours) Civilization I 
History 160* (3 semester hours) Civilization II 
 *Meets college requirements of the Liberal Studies Program 
 

Program Features 
Admission Criteria: 
1. Current, unencumbered license as a registered professional nurse. 
2. Graduate from an approved associate degree or diploma program in nursing. 
3. Transcript from all prior academic work with a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or higher. 
NOTE:  RNs not meeting admissions criteria may be admitted on a provisional basis. 
4. Complete the application (included in this brochure) and send to the RN-BSN Degree 

Complete Program Director with the application fee. 
NOTE:  Applicants are required to request transcripts of all prior academic work to be sent to 
the RN-BSN Degree Completion Program Director.  Requests may be made using the “Official 
Transcript Request Form” included in this brochure. 
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Credit toward degree completion: 
Any or all of the following methods may earn credits: 
1. Credit by examination (see policies applicable to the overall college, Alderson-Broaddus 

College Catalog 2005-2007, page 8). 
2. Credit by transfer.  (See Alderson-Broaddus College Catalog 2005-2007, page 3). 
3. Credit by escrow.  Upon completion of 10 credits at Alderson-Broaddus College in the nursing 

major and a grade point average of 2.5 (on a 4.0 scale), the student may receive 40 hours of 
credit toward the required 128 credits necessary for graduation.  These credits are determined 
by evaluating the nursing courses completed at the previous institution and granting escrow 
credits for these course as if they had been taken at  
Alderson-Broaddus College. 

4. Credit for prior learning.  Students may earn credit through a portfolio that validates their 
professional and personal learning acquired through life experience. 

5. Credits earned by taking course work toward degree requirements. 
 

Graduation Requirements 
To graduate with a bachelor’s degree, you must: 
1. Complete 25-semester hours in the nursing program. 
2. Complete 128 semester hours accepted by Alderson-Broaddus College.  Note:  Thirty-one 

credit hours must be taken at A-B. 
3. Have a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 (4.0 scale) or above. 
4. Complete all parts of the liberal studies program. 

 
 
 

Sample Course Schedule 
 
Students enrolled in the RN-BSN Degree Completion Program may complete the nursing courses in as 
little as 18 months of full time study.  The following is an example of the course schedule a student 
may follow: 
 

Fall Semester: 
Nursing 501, 4 credits 
Nursing 502, 4 credits 
Electives 3 – 6 credits 

Spring Semester: 
Nursing 503, 4 credits 
Nursing 507, 2 credits 
Electives 3 – 6 credits 
 

Summer Semester: 
Nursing 504, 3 credits 
Nursing 505, 3 credits 
Electives 3 – 6 credits 

Fall Semester: 
Nursing 506, 3 credits 
Nursing 514, 2 credits 
Electives 3 – 6 credits 
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Adult Learning Credit Formula 

Credit for courses completed at Alderson-Broaddus College will be awarded following the 
adult learning formula:  3 academic credits are awarded for 20 contact hours in a lecture course.  
Clinical credits are awarded following the established formula of 1 academic credit awarded for 3 
contact hours per week.  A contact hour is considered fifty minutes.     

In the weekend classroom environment, the amount of time the student spends in the contact 
with the faculty is significantly reduced.  Based on adult learning principles, a student enrolled in a 
weekend course will spend approximately 6.67 hours in the classroom for each hour of academic 
credit.  Successful completion of this pace requires significant out-of-class time on the part of the 
learner and the student will undoubtedly spend a great deal of time preparing for each class session.  
Classroom experiences of the RN-BSN Degree Completion program are conducted in seminar fashion 
and rely heavily on student discussions and the exchange of ideas.  This learning environment enriches 
the learning process and facilitates the development of the “baccalaureate” perspective the program 
fosters in its students. 
 

 
Computer Technology Recommendations 

Access and use of computer technology is almost a necessity; particularly while students are 
enrolled in the RN-BSN Degree Completion Program.  To help students with their academics and to 
facilitate communication, the following computer technology recommendations are made: 

A computer that is capable of running Microsoft Windows 98 as a minimum is suggested; 
however, Windows XP is preferred.  To access and use Citrix from home or other distant locations, 
students will need access to a computer running an operating system that supports web-based 
applications.  Any internet service provider (i.e., ISP) is acceptable; however, it is recommended that 
the student have access to an internet connection of 28K or higher.  Broadband connections (i.e., 
digital subscriber lines [DSL], cable modem) are preferred. 



Alderson-Broaddus College 
RN-BSN Degree Completion Program 

 

 
8 

8/1/2007 

Financial Information 
 

Tuition and Fee Schedule     Books and Materials 
 
Program Application Fee*………………………….. $25.00 Payment should be made at 

registration each semester. 
Enrollment Deposit (applied to tuition)*…………   $100.00 This fee includes both notebooks 

containing the curriculum and 
textbooks. 

*Non-refundable 
  

Tuition for 2007-2008 Credit for Prior Learning  
   

Tuition is based on $395 per credit hour when  
classes are taken on the weekend basis.  

The Credit for Prior Learning fee is 
$100.00 per credit hour. For example, if 
you apply for 6 semester hours credit, your 
cost will be $600.  Please note that 
receiving all 6 credits is not automatic. It is 
based upon an evaluation of your work by 
a faculty member in that field. 

     
Application Fee and Enrollment Deposit  Payment Pla ns  
You will need to pay the non-refundable application  1. AMS Budget Plan. For those who  
fee at the time of application and the enrollment  desire to pay their educational  
deposit prior to registration. The enrollment deposit  expenses on a monthly basis, the  
is paid to reserve a place in the RN-BSN Degree  College will accept the AMS Budget 
Completion Program, is non-refundable, and applies  Plan provided by Academic  
toward the first semester’s tuition.    Management Services. An  
        Information pamphlet is available  
        upon request. 
 
Tuition       2.  Employer Reimbursement Plan.   
Tuition is due at registration prior to the first class  If your employer will reimburse  
session; second and third semester payments are   tuition costs upon successful  
due on or before registration at the last class   completion of each semester, you are 
session of the prior semester.     still responsible for payment at  
        registration 
 
 

3.  Visa and Mastercard  are accepted for 
payment of tuition and fees. 
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Student Financial Assistance 
The Financial Aid Office      

Any student wishing to apply for financial assistance should contact the Financial Aid Office 
(304) 457-6354.  The Financial Aid Office is available to answer your questions and to help estimate 
your eligibility for financial assistance.  Off ice hours are 8:00am until 4:00pm Monday through 
Friday.  Other hours are available by appointment. 

So that your financial aid eligibility may be determined in a timely manner, please contact the 
Financial Aid Office as early as possible but at least 4-6 weeks prior to registration for the first 
semester.  Identify yourself as a student with questions about the RN-BSN Degree Completion 
Program.  Students who call with requests will be mailed a Financial Assistance Packet, which 
includes the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and information on the necessary steps 
to apply. 

 

Federal Educational Loan Program 
Many students supplement their resources for college with the use of funds from the Federal 

Educational Loan Program.  The Federal Loan program is based upon demonstrated need and is 
administered through the College.  There is also a Federal Stafford Unsubsidized Loan for which most 
students will qualify.  Also available is the Federal Perkins Student Loan, awarded on the basis of 
demonstrated need.  Supplemental Loans to Students (SLS) are available to RN-BSN Degree 
Completion students to supplement the Federal Stafford Loan. 
 
NOTE: 
The eligibility levels for all of the above mentioned programs are determined through a confidential 
needs analysis.  To be considered for any of these programs, all students entering the RN-BSN Degree 
Completion Program must submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid and the Alderson-
Broaddus College Institutional Application for Financial Aid. 

 

Grants 
Grants are awarded based upon a variety of factors, but primarily upon your demonstrated 

financial need. 
 
Federal Pell Grant.  Provided by the federal government and administered by the College, this grant 
is awarded on the basis of an eligibility index published yearly by Congress.  The amount of each 
student’s award is based upon cost of attendance and the effective family contribution (EFC). 
 
Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grants.  This grant is awarded to the student who 
demonstrates exceptional financial need and is eligible for a Federal Pell Grant.  Renewal of these 
awards is based upon continued need and satisfactory academic progress. 
 
West Virginia Higher Education Grant.  This grant is available to students who are residents of the 
state of West Virginia and is based on need.  Pennsylvania also awards its state grant to students 
attending Alderson-Broaddus College.  Application is made by filling in the state questions on the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid. 
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Financial Aid Checklist for RN- to-BSN Degree Completion Program 
 

1. Fill out FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) for the year in which you are 
seeking admission.  If you file after March 1st (priority deadline), it is not too late to receive 
financial aid, but to be eligible for the maximum amount of financial aid, you must file before 
March 1st.  The FAFSA is the application for all financial aid at Alderson-Broaddus College. 
Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov to apply. A-B’s school code is 003806. You do not have to be 
accepted to your program of study before you complete the FAFSA. 

2. To complete and sign your FAFSA on-line as well as complete steps 8 and 9, you must have a 
PIN number. You can go to www.pin.ed.gov to register for your PIN number. This PIN will 
allow you to access all your federal information on-line. 

3. Submit the required documents to be accepted into the RN-BSN Degree Completion Program. 
4. Once you have filled out the FAFSA and have been accepted to your program, the financial aid 

office will send you a financial aid award letter that lists all financial aid you qualify for 
through the college. 

5. Sign and return one copy of every award letter that is sent to you to the financial aid office. 
You may accept, decline, or reduce any items of financial aid. 

6. Once we have received your signed financial aid award letter, the financial aid office will be 
able to start processing your financial aid. 

7. The federal government selects 33% of all applicants for verification. If you are selected, we 
will notify you, and you must complete the verification worksheet, turn in copies of a signed 
federal tax return, and copies of all W-2 forms. We cannot apply any financial aid to your 
account until you fully complete the verification process.  

8. If you are a first time borrower of federal Stafford loans, you must complete a promissory note.  
Go to www.aessuccess.org to complete a new MPN (master promissory note) for student loans.  
Follow the steps and be sure to list Alderson-Broaddus as the school you are attending. 

9. All first time borrowers of Stafford loans must complete an entrance counseling interview. You 
may go to www.aessuccess.org and click on Entrance and Exit Counseling and follow the 
directions to complete the Entrance Counseling for the Stafford loan.  Be sure to list Alderson 
Broaddus as the college to send the results to.  

10. You must apply for financial aid each year. If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
the financial aid office at 304-457-6354. We are open Monday – Friday from 8:00 am – 4:30 
pm. 
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Application for Admission 
Alderson-Broaddus College 

RN-BSN Degree Completion Program 
Mr./Mrs./Ms.___________________________________________________________________ 
(Circle)  Last   First  Middle   Maiden 
Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 
   Street   City   State  Zip 
 
Home Telephone (_____)_______________  Work Telephone (_____)_____________________ 
 
E-mail address _______________________ Social Security Number_____________________ 
 
Date of Birth_____________________  RN License Number___________________________ 
 
Citizenship:  �    U.S.  �    Other (specify)   _________________________ 
 
Have you ever attended Alderson-Broaddus College?  � No   � Yes   Date  ____________ 
 
Intended Enrollment Date:____________________________________________ 
 
How did you first become interested in the RN-BSN Degree Completion Program?   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
List all colleges and universities previously attended (students must request “official” transcripts): 
College or University      Location             Dates Attended      Total Hours 
_______________________     ___________________       ______________ __________ 
 
_______________________     ___________________       ______________        __________ 
 
_______________________     ___________________       ______________      ____________ 
 
Present Employer      Location          Dates Employed       Job Title 
_______________________     ___________________       ______________      ____________ 
 
Will your employer provide any tuition reimbursement?   �  No    �  Yes    Percentage_________ 
 
I certify that the information given on this application is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge.  Attached/enclosed is my application fee.  I 
understand that I am responsible for requesting official transcripts from each college or university I have attended, and that such transcripts become the 
property of Alderson-Broaddus College and will not be returned to me.  I also understand that my acceptance to the RN-BSN Degree Completion Program 
is subject to verification of official records sent directly from the institutions I have attended. 
 
Signature of Applicant:__________________________  Date:_________________________ 
Attach the $25.00 Application Fee (check made payable to A-B College) and Send to:  
RN-BSN Degree Completion Program, Campus Box 2033, Alderson Broaddus College, Philippi WV 26416
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Official Transcript Request Form  
(Students MUST request official transcripts be sent to Alderson Broaddus College) 

College or University ______________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s Name _______________________________  Day Phone _____________________ 
      Last             First  Middle 
Social Security # _______________________  Date of Birth________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
  Street    City   State   Zip 
 I was a student from _______________________  to ____________________________ 
    (Month/Year)     (Month/Year) 
 I was registered under the following name(s): ___________________________________ 
 
Signature_____________________________________  Date___________________________ 
 
Please send an official transcript to: 
  Alderson-Broaddus College 
  RN-BSN Degree Completion Program 
  Campus Box 2033 
  Philippi WV  26416 
 
 

Official Transcript Request Form 
(Students MUST request official transcripts be sent to Alderson Broaddus College) 

College or University __________________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s Name ________________________________  Day Phone _____________________ 
       Last     First  Middle 
 
Social Security # ____________________  Date of Birth______________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
  Street    City   State   Zip 
 I was a student from __________________  to _______________________ 
    (Month/Year)     (Month/Year) 
 I was registered under the following name(s): _______________________________ 
 
Signature_______________________________  Date___________________________ 
 
Please send an official transcript to: 
  Alderson-Broaddus College 
  RN-BSN Degree Completion Program 
  Campus Box 2033 
  Philippi WV  26416 
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Notice of Disclaimer 
Nothing in this brochure or any of Alderson-Broaddus College’s written policies, handbooks, or other 
documents, and nothing stated orally by a representative of the college should be construed to create 
any contractual obligations on the part of the college.  Furthermore, no one at the college is authorized 
to contractually obligate the college to any student unless the obligation is in writing and is signed by 
the president of the college or his designee.  Recognizing that change may be necessary, the college 
reserves the right to change at any time its policies, guidelines, and procedures, including without 
limitation, the college’s curricula, course offerings, fees, requirements for graduation, and any other 
matter set forth in the various catalogs, manuals, written policies, and other documents, at the sole 
discretion of the college. 
 
 

Alderson-Broaddus College provides support for disabled students.   
If you are qualified for such support, please contact the coordinator of your course. 


